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Sing in exultation! 

 

We zingen 2020 uit.  

Een jaar met weinig stem. 

Een jubileumjaar dat niet tot bloei kwam.  

Zorgen die ons dwongen tot omdenken.  

 

Wegen en meten.  

Plannen en stilstaan.  

Vallen en opstaan.  

 

Een koninklijke ster licht op, de hemel staat in lichterlaaie.  

Één heeft en houdt de regie. 

Engelenkoren barsten uit in zanggeluid. 

De belichaming van Licht en Leven is geboren.  

Licht dat terugleidt naar het doel van ons bestaan.  

 

Grond onder ons voeten.  

Bodem onder ons bestaan.  

Eeuwige Realiteit. 

 

Ook het hart kan zingen. 

 

Sonja de Vries 

 

 

De Roden Girl Choristers wensen u een gezegende Kerst toe! 

 

 
 



Once in royal David’s city                Henry J. Gauntlett 1805 – 1876 

Soloists: Wende Hoogendijk, Juliet Bakker              Arr. David Willcocks 1919 - 2015 

                          
 

Solo:  Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

Solo:  And, through all his wondrous childhood,  

He would honor and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden in whose gentle arms he lay: 

Christian children all must be mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew. 

He was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew. 

And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing round, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned, all in white shall wait around. 

 

 

First Lesson: Isaiah 9: 2 - 7 
 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that 

dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 

shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they 

joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when 

they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and 

the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments 

rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. For unto 

us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 



increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 

throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 

with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 

of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 
 

 

Brightest and Best         Malcolm Archer 1952 

Duet: Eva Postema, Yara Peper 

 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; 

Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall. 

Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 

Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all! 

 

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

Odors of Edom and offerings divine? 

Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

Myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 

 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

Vainly with gifts would his favor secure. 

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

 

 



Second Lesson: Luke 1: 26 – 33 

 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city 

of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And 

the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, 

the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she 

saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what 

manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear 

not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt 

conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 

JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and 

the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he 

shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there 

shall be no end. 

 
 

Gabriel’s Message             Basque Carol 

Duet: Maria van Santen, Dorith Lok         Arr. Harrison Oxley 1933 - 2009 
 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame: 

‘All hail’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
 

‘For known a blessed mother thou shalt be; 

All generations laud and honour thee; 

Thy Son shall be Emmanuel by seers foretold, 

Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

‘To me be as it pleaseth God’ she said. 

‘My soul shall laud and magnify His holy Name!’ 

Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 
 

Of her Emmanuel the Christ was born  

In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever sing: 

‘Most highly favoured lady’. Gloria! 
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Third Lesson: Luke 1: 34 – 38 

 
Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a 

man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 

come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 

therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 

the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also 

conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who 

was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary 

said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy 

word. And the angel departed from her. 

 

Ave Maria                  César Franck 1822 – 1890 

Soloist: Carlijn Kammenga 
 

Ave Maria, gratia plena, 

Dominus tecum. 

Benedicta tu in mulieribus, 

Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus. 

Sancta Maria, mater Dei, 

Ora pro nobis peccatoribus, 

Nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen. 

 
Fourth Lesson: Luke 2: 1 - 7 

 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 

Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And this taxing was 

first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.  And all went to be 

taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; because he was of the house and lineage of David: To 

be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it 

was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 

should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 

wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 
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Unto us is born a Son              English trad. 

Soloists: Annalinde van der Mark, Hannah de Vries                Arr. David Willcocks 

 

Unto us is born a son, 

King of choirs supernal: 

See on earth his life begun, 

Of lords the Lord eternal. 
 

Solo: Christ, from heav'n descending low, 

Comes on earth a stranger; 

Ox and ass their Owner know 

Becradled in a manger. 
 

This did Herod sore affray, 

And grievously bewilder, 

So he gave the word to slay, 

And slew the little childer. 
 

Solo: Of his love and mercy mild 

This the Christmas story: 

O that Mary's gentle Child 

Might lead us up to glory! 
 

O and A and A and O, 

Cum cantibus in choro, 

Let our merry organ go, 

Benedicamus Domino. 

 
 

Ding! Dong! Merrily on high                       French traditional 

Soloist: Emma Kiers                             Arr. David Willcocks 

 
Ding Dong! Merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringing: 

Ding Dong! Verily the sky is riven with angel singing. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
 

Solo: Even so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 

and i-o, i-o, i-o, by priest and people sungen. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 



Pray you dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers. 

May ye beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 

A Babe is born                                   Anthony Baldwin 1957 

Duet: Jasmijn Kammenga, Emma de Laat 

 

A babe is born all of a may, to bring salvation unto us. 

To him we sing both night and day, veni Creator Spiritus. 

At Bethlehem that blessed place, the child of bliss now born he was. 

And him to serve God give us grace, o lux beata trinitas. 

 

There came three kings out of the East, to worship the King that is so free, 

With gold and myrrh and frankincense, a solis ortus cardine. 

The angels came down with one cry, a fair song that night sang they, 

In worship of that child, Glori tibi Domine. 

 

 

Fifth Lesson: Luke 2: 8 - 14 

 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord 

came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 

they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 

Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men. 
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Little Lamb                                              Malcolm Archer  

Duet: Elka en Wende Hoogendijk 

 

 

Little Lamb, who made thee? 

Dost thou know who made thee? 

Gave thee life and bid thee feed 

By the stream and over the mead; 

Gave thee clothing of delight, 

Softest clothing, wooly, bright; 

Gave thee such a tender voice, 

Making all the vales rejoice? 

Little Lamb, who made thee? 

Dost thou know who made thee? 

 

Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee, 

He is called by thy name, 

For he calls himself a Lamb. 

He is meek and he is mild; 

He became a little child. 

I a child, and thou a lamb, 

We are called by his name. 

Little Lamb, God bless thee! 

 

 

Lutebook Lullaby              Christopher Tambling 1964 

Duet: Emma Gervedink Nijhuis, Emma de Laat 

 

Sweet was the song the virgin sang,  

When she to Bethlehem Juda came, 

And was delivered of a son, that blessed Jesus hath to name: 

Lulla, lulla, lullaby. 
 

‘Sweet babe,’ sang she, ‘sweet babe,’ sang she, 

‘My son, my son and eke a savior born. 

Who hast vouched saved from on high 

To visit us that were forlorn. 



Sweet was the song the virgin sang, 

When she to Bethlehem Juda came 

And was delivered of a son, that blessed Jesus hath to name: 

Lulla, lulla, lullaby. 
 

‘Sweet babe,’ sang she, ‘sweet babe,’ sang she, 

And rocked him sweetly on her knee. 

 

 

In Dulci Jubilo                       German traditional 

Soloists: Elka Hoogendijk, Janneke Hollander                             Arr. John Rutter 1945 

 

In dulci jubilo, let us our homage show. 

Our heart’s joy reclineth, in praesepio. 

And like a bright star shineth, matris in gremio. 

Alpha es et O. 

 

Solo: O Jesu parvule! I yearn for thee alway! 

Hear me, I beseech thee, O Puer optime! 

My prayer let it reach thee, O Princeps gloriae! 

Trahe me post te! 

 

Solo: O Patris caritas, o Nati lenitas! 

Deep were we stained, per nostra crimina. 

But thou hast for us gained, coelorum gaudia. 

O that we were there! 

 

Ubi sunt gaudia, if that they be not there? 

There are angels singing, nova cantica, 

And there the bells are ringing, in Regis curia: 

O that we were there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the bleak midwinter                   Harold Darke 1888 – 1976 

Soloist: Wende Hoogendijk                      Words: Christina Rossetti 

 

Solo: In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

Solo: Enough for Him, whom cherubim, worship night and day, 

Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay; 

Enough for Him, whom angels fall before, 

The ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

 

 

Sixth Lesson: Matthew 2: 1 – 12 

 
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod 

the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, 

Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 

east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard 

these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he 

had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 

demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, 

In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou 

Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of 

Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people 
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Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of 

them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to 

Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and 

when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and 

worship him also. When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, 

the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and 

stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the 

house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 

and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 

presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being 

warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 

departed into their own country another way. 
 

 

Bethlehem Carol                Geoffrey Nobes *1954 

Duet: Ilse Barf, Dorith Lok 

 

Wise men seeking Jesus, following a star, 

Journey to Bethlehem, journey from afar. 

Angels in the heavens, shepherds by the stall, 

Worship the King of kings and Lord of all. 

Quietly, tenderly, sits the mother mild, 

Full of love, full of grace, with her Jesus child; 

Christ, the babe newborn; Gloria on that Christmas morn! 

 

Joseph stands in wonder, full of love and awe, 

Oxen low quietly by the stable door; 

Mary rocks her baby, sings a lullaby, 

While all the hosts of heaven praise him from on high. 

Quietly, tenderly… 

 

Come, let us adore him, Christ, our Saviour dear, 

Bring him our joy and pain, all our hope and fear; 

At this tide of Christmas may we be as one, 

Praising the holy child, God’s eternal son. 

Quietly, tenderly… 
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I wonder as I wander                         North American traditional 

Duet: Anna Mulder, Maria van Santen                Arr. Noel Rawsthorne 1929 - 2019 

 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, 

How Jesus the Saviour did come for to die, 

For poor ordinary people like you and I. 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky. 
 

When Mary birthed Jesus, it was in a cow’s stall, 

With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. 

But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, 

And the promise of ages it then did recall. 
 

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing, 

a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, 

or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing. 

He surely could have it, because he was the King. 

 

Angels’ Carol                                               John Rutter  

Duet: Carlijn en Jasmijn Kammenga 

 

Have you heard the sounds of the angel voices  

Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear?  

Have you seen the star shining out so brightly  

As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here?  

Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven  

To the humble shepherds who have waited long?  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Hear the angels sing their joyful song.  

 

He is come in peace in the winter's stillness,  

Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night.  

He is come in joy like the sun at morning,  

Filling all the world with radiance and with light.  

He is come in love as the child of Mary.  

In a simple stable we have seen his birth.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Hear the angels singing 'Peace on earth'.  



He will bring new light to a world in darkness,  

Like a bright star shining in the skies above.  

He will bring new hope to the waiting nations.  

When he comes to reign in purity and love.  

Let the earth rejoice at the Saviour's coming.  

Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn:  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

Hear the angels singing, 'Christ is born'.  

 

Personent Hodie              German traditional 1360 

Soloist: Elka Hoogendijk                                      Arr. John Rutter    
 

Personent hodie voces puerulae, 

Laudantes jucunde qui nobis est natus, 

Summo Deo datus, 

Et de virgineo ventre procreatus 

On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing. 

To the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth to save us; 

Him the Father gave us.  

Conceived by a virgin. 
 

In mundo nascitur, panis in volvitur, 

Praesepi ponitur stabulo bruto rum, 

Rector supernorum, 

Perdidit spolia prínceps infernorum. 

His the doom, ours the mirth; when he came down to earth, 

Bethlehem saw his birth; ox and ass beside him 

From the cold would hide him. 

The prince of hell has lost his spoils. 
 

Solo: Magitres venerunt, parvulum inquirunt, 

Bethlehem adeunt, stelulam sequendo, 

Ipsum adorando. 

Aurum thus, et myrrham ei offerendo. 

God's bright star, over his head, Wise Men three to him led; 

Kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, 

Praise him and adore him. 

And offer him gold, frankincense and myrrh. 



Omnes clericuli, pariter pueri, 

Cantent ut angeli: Advenisti mundo 

Laudes tibi fundo. 

Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo. 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 

Praising Christ, heaven's King, born on earth to save us; 

Peace and love he gave us. 

Therefore, glory to God in the highest! 

 

Last Word 
O GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of 

thy only son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our 

redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall 

come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

O come all ye faithful                    English traditional 

Soloist: Juliet Bakker                             Arr. David Willcocks  
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him born the King of Angels. 

O come, let us adore Him Christ the Lord! 
 

Solo: God of God, Light of Light. 

Lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb. 

Very God begotten, not created. 

O come, let us adore Him Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation. 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God in the highest. 

O come, let us adore Him Christ the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning. 

Jesu, to Thee be glory given. 

Word of the Father now in flesh appearing. 

O come, let us adore Him Christ the Lord! 



 

 

            Wilt u ons steunen? 

 
De Roden Girl Choristers zijn onderdeel van Stichting Koorschool Noord 

Nederland (SKNN). SKNN heeft geen winstoogmerk en probeert de 

financiële drempel voor haar leden zo laag mogelijk te houden. Iedereen 

moet immers de kans krijgen om zijn/haar talent te ontwikkelen! Maar 

dat betekent wel dat we de welwillende bijdrage van andere mensen 

nodig hebben. Mensen die op één of andere manier enthousiast zijn 

geraakt door wat de Roden Girl Choristers ondernemen en warm lopen 

voor wat het koor voor ogen heeft. Zonder dat kan het koor niet bestaan. 

Met uw steun geeft u het koor de kans om zich verder te ontwikkelen en 

door te gaan met deze waardevolle traditie.  

 

Voor een jaarlijkse donatie van € 30,- of meer ontvangt u:  

 2x per jaar nieuwsbrief over het koor en haar activiteiten  

 Als welkomstgeschenk een GRATIS CD van het RGC 

 Korting op de toegangsprijs van enkele door het koor zelf 

georganiseerde concerten 

 

Door onze culturele ANBI-status kunt u als donateur of sponsor 

belastingvoordeel krijgen. Voor meer informatie: 

www.rodengirlchoristers.nl/steun-ons/ 

Of neem contact op met Henk Tigchelaar (zakelijk leider): 

zakelijkleider@rodengirlchoristers.nl               

                                                                                                                        
                                                    

 

http://www.rodengirlchoristers.nl/steun-ons/
mailto:zakelijkleider@rodengirlchoristers.nl


Stichting Koorschool Noord Nederland bedankt de sponsoren en 

donateurs voor hun financiële steun om de kwaliteit te waarborgen. 

 

Hoofdsponsor:  Eisma Mediagroep 

Sponsoren: Boekhandel Daan Nijman 

   DV&N Accountants 

   Prokan 

   Focus Academy 

   Elders Bouwchemie 

   Alledaags 

 
 

 

 

                          

                           
 

 

                     
 

 

                



 


